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Little Oakey Koala Habitat Atlas 553 Acres



Introduction
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Derek: In the field at Little Oakey

Little Oakey is a 553 acre (223 hectare) undeveloped rural property east south east of Crows Nest, in South East 
Queensland. It was gifted to the Australian Koala Foundation (AKF) in late 2019. The property is predominantly 
vegetated with remnant eucalypt forest and is situated on the eastern catchment side of Perseverance Dam. There 
are some stunning views out to Lake Perseverance from the higher ridges of the Little Oakey property.  Little 
Oakey was burnt extensively during the 2019/2020 bushfires.

As a result of a generous sponsor, the AKF was able to employ Mr. Derek Johnson to visit the site 4 times a year 
for 3 years.  Derek makes regular field trips to Little Oakey to assess regeneration after the fire.  He has set up a 
number of research sites throughout the property and the data collected will contribute to his PhD tentatively 
entitled “Recovery response of Koala habitat after fire.” This will be an incredible body of work for Australia to 
evaluate the impact of fire in an ever changing world and landscape.  
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Fire Recovery: Little Oakey was partially affected by the 2019/2020 bushfires.

Little Oakey is home to a large range of biodiversity, including many threatened species such as the Northern 
Quoll, the Brush-tailed Rock wallaby, the Greater Glider, the New holland mouse, and many more.

Koalas have lived at Little Oakey and we have seen signs of their activity during field trips, but for the time being 
they have likely moved to the adjacent National Park during the bushfires of summer 2019. It is expected that at 
least some Koalas will recolonise Little Oakey once fire recovery has progressed, and eucalypt foliage within the 
tree crowns increases.

Conservation
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Koala

Bush-tailed Rock Wallaby

New Holland Mouse Northern Quoll

Large-eared Pied Bat

Grey-headed Flying Fox

Greater Glider

Glossy Black Cockatoo

Potential Fauna of Little Oakey: AKF botanist believes the above species are on the property.



The key objectives of AKF owning and managing this beautiful property are:

• To research Koala habitat and Koala populations in order to apply this knowledge to the conservation of the 
Koala at a national level. This could include collaboration with other organisations or researchers.

• To research the potentially detrimental effects of fire and other environmental events on Koala habitat and 
populations.

• To identify significant ecological reactions between Koalas on the property, and other organisms.  
This could include other fauna, or flora species, or pathogens.

• To provide a refuge for Koalas and other native wildlife in this area, with a view to maintaining landscape 
connectivity with surrounding remnant areas.
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Vision



There is currently no viable road access into Little 
Oakey, so field trips are done on foot. Phone 
reception also is patchy. There is nothing like 
trekking through the peaceful bush and being 
surrounded by the pristine beauty of nature.

The bush is slowly recovering from the bushfires of 
2019, with many signs of coppicing and epicormic 
shooting (new growth emerging from stumps and 
tree trunks) on trees that were affected. Left mostly 
undisturbed, it really is incredible to watch the 
gradual self-healing properties of nature.
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Above: Epicormic shooting on a burnt Eucalyptus tree

Regeneration



A
u

stralian Koala Foundat
io

n

Little Oakey Wildflowers: September 2020



AKF hope that research efforts at Little Oaky can be influential in protecting far larger expanses of pristine 
bushlands across all of Australia, so that the Koala, and thousands of other species can live like they deserve - 
in safety.

Conclusion
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