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Australian Koala Foundation condemns draft EPBC Act referral 
guidelines for Koalas 

 
The Australian Koala Foundation (AKF) has today lodged a submission with the Federal 

Department of the Environment condemning the draft EPBC Act referral guidelines for 

the vulnerable Koala. 

 

“These guidelines are clearly more about reducing the workload for government and 

development proponents than protecting koalas,” said Deborah Tabart OAM, Chief 

Executive Officer of the Australian Koala Foundation.  

 

“The guidelines will not even stop Koala declines, let alone help increase Koala 

numbers. The document is just shocking; the author appears to have little or no 

knowledge of how koalas move across landscapes. For example, Koalas can travel for 

up to twenty kilometers and the guidelines imply it is only one kilometer. One of many 

simple mistakes that will make it much easier for a developer to get what they want – 

approval to destroy habitat. Goodness knows why they did not listen to the 24 experts 

they invited to a workshop in 2012. Interestingly enough AKF scientists were not 

invited; one has to wonder why?  

 

“Industry will be pleased. All the usual subjectivity and ambiguity that has allowed the 

erosion of so much of our Natural Heritage is included here. It is very hard indeed to 

see that any development proposals affecting Koala habitat will require referral, and of 

course it is a self-referral which puts the fox in charge of the hen house. Why can’t our 

Government see the bigger picture and even acknowledge the fact that the Koala is 

now one step down from endangered? Are they waiting for a time when there is only 

one left, sitting in a Zoo like the Tasmanian Tiger, before they really act? Worse still 

these documents will be the standard for Minister Hunt’s “one stop shop 

environmental approvals” where the Federal Government wants to send back 

approvals to the States.    

 

“Time and again it has been proven that the State Governments of Australia are 

incapable of protecting the Koala. A Senate Inquiry concluded as much in 2012. So now 

it is the Federal Government’s turn to show that they have no interest in protecting 

the Koala and are just happy to give a pretense of helping the species.     

 

“We have little faith that the EPBC Act or these guidelines will achieve much for the 

Koala. Indeed the only reason we have made this submission is to ensure our position 

is on the record. The only way to achieve true protection for the Koala will be to get 

the Koala Protection Act passed in Federal Parliament. And we will,” says Tabart.    
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For a copy of the submission, email Dr. Kerlin at 
douglas@savethekoala.com 

Interview opportunities: Deborah Tabart OAM, ph 0407 750 668 


