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Phone tap reveals bugs in plan to
save koalas

JENHIE CURTIN

THE farmer feshion designer Pruge Acton, who is campaign-
ing to save a koala colony from logging in & south-2ast
foreat, hes discoverad & bugging device in her phanea.

The MP3 recorder was found by chance three weeks aga
when Ms Acton, pictured, and her pariner, the artist Meary
Moriarty, received a delivery of water on their property at
Wallagoot near Baga.

When the truck amived, it ran aver the Telstra pit an the frack
lzading to their home.

The couple noticad their email had stoppead warking so Mr
Moriarty went to check the pit. "He and the tankear driver
pulled off the broken top and saw some strange devicas
aftach to the phone lings but didm't realise they were listaning
dawicas," Ms Acton said.

Telstra fiad the line hours later, but the naxt dey a detective
from Bega palice amved.

"She cama out to esk us first whether either of us wara
hawing an effzir and bugging the phane. Hilanious! She next
said a recarding device, not & broadcesting device, had beean
found an the line."

The devica was sent ta Sydneay for forensic examination, but
M= Acton said that because she had mot been threatensd
directly, police were not giving the matter high pricnty.

She had no idea who might heve installed the bug, but said it
would not stap her from betting Forests NSW aver lagging im
the Mumbulla and Murrah state forests near Barrmagui.

"This whole experience cannat be trivialisad or averlookad,
Mz Acton said.

"It has baan very unsetting, yat I'm not going to be deterred
from letting peaple know what is about to happen in the
forests down here.

"The lopgers are abaout to move into these forests and
dastray the last remaining koala habitat in NSYW while the
Pramier, Kristina Keneally, does nothing.®

A MNEW Police media spokesman confirmed that a devica
had been found and sant to the technical division for axami-
niaticn.

Forests NSW has said it plans to start lagging in an area
west of the koala colony to minimise the chance of encoun-
tering the animals.

Consareationists plan to contimue their chjections and are
calling for a review of the regional forestry agreements.
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