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2 June 2009

The Hon Peter Garrett AM, MP
Minister for Environment, Heritage and The Arts
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600


Dear Minister Garrett
On behalf of the Australian Koala Foundation (AKF), I write to you on the eve of your Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) meeting tomorrow (3rd June).  We understand the listing of the koala nationally will be discussed.   We do not know whether the Koala Coast population will be on the agenda or whether that nomination has reached the Final Priority Assessment list. Whatever the status of that Southeast Queensland nomination, I write to express AKF’s grave concerns about the precarious plight of koalas within the Koala Coast.  
Given the recent release of the latest population data for koalas within that region and the Queensland Government’s admission that the population is critically endangered, we feel it is critical that you instruct the TSSC to consider the Koala Coast population as Critically Endangered under the EPBC Act immediately. The Federal listing of the Koala Coast population is a matter of national significance, and must be achieved with all haste. Should you wait until the standard review process takes its course, that population will have gone to extinction. This fact has been admitted by the Queensland Government so there can be no debate on that matter.  

We note that, under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, it is entirely within your power to instruct the TSSC to provide such advice.  Sufficient evidence has been presented by the AKF to your Department and we can only hope it has been passed onto the TSSC to fully assess the status of the population.  

We recognise that you may choose to evaluate the Koala Coast population under the auspices of the federal review of the koala and we discourage you to do so.  It is time the Federal Government acknowledged that the Queensland Government is incapable of protecting this population, had they been able to do so this decline would not have occurred and 25 000 koalas would be living in harmony with Queenslanders in sustainable housing estates. It is our considered view that you should immediately allow the Koala Coast koalas to be considered as part of the Final Priority Assessment List, which would allow you to list the Koala Coast koala population in a matter of days. Under the EPBC Act, listing only requires the Minister to seek the advice of the TSSC. We understand there are no statutory obligations to seek public consultation should you do so taking a precautionary approach to this issue.   

In short, there is no need to delay.    

While we understand that a full review of the national status of the koala will require time and that the National Koala Conservation Strategy is in place and about to go on public display, we feel that there is ample data available to assess the status of the koala within the Koala Coast.  Due to the failure of Queensland Government legislation, this population has undergone catastrophic declines in the past 3 years. The population now satisfies the requirements for listing as a ‘critically endangered’ population under the EPBC Act.  In your role, as Federal Minister for the Environment, you have a statutory obligation to protect this animal, and any delays in the listing of the Koala Coast population will illustrate your failures in this role.

We seek your assurance on this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Deborah Tabart OAM

Chief Executive Officer
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